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PORTRAIT OF FROSTY-FACED FOGO

7th January 1827

Many  aspects  of  this  descriptive
portrait  of  Frosty-faced  Fogo,  at  home  in
No.  8,  Feather's  Court,  off  the  Strand,  fit
well  the  engraved  heading  to  the  column
titled;

which  first  appeared  in  November  1826,
and which is shown above.

Despite living in this  squalor,  Frosty
still  managed  to  mix  with  all  the  movers
and shakers in the world of pugilism of his
day, and mingle in the exalted circles of the
gentry - the Fancy.

He was a regular contributor to 'Bell's
Life  in  London  newspaper',  a  poet,
entertainer, 'chaunter' and an acknowledged
authority  on  boxing.  But  this  was  an  age
without safety nets - no old age pension, no
welfare or sickness benefits. Men of ability
could rise quickly,  but if luck was against
them,  they  could  fall  back  into  abject
poverty and starvation just as fast.

Frosty-faced  Fogo  was  a  man  who
became  a  celebrity  in  his  lifetime  but
demonstrated  human  weaknesses  that
eventually brought about his  untimely and
tragic  end.  Even  though  his  death  went
unnoticed,  his  name  was  remembered  for
over a century to come. Despite the neglect
of his children,  two of his daughters went
on  to  give  rise  to  many  generations  of
descendants,  alive and growing in number
today.  Unfortunately,  most  are  completely
oblivious  to  the existence  of  this,  perhaps
the most interesting of their ancestors.

ROBERT C. SENIOR 2023


