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FOREWORD

My interest in Frosty-faced Fogo, or Frosty as I
prefer to call him, came about as a result of tracing my
mother's  ancestry.  My  mother,  Joan  Senior  (née
Cheetham,  left) died in 1998 and thereafter I decided
to  look  seriously  into  our  family  genealogy,
particularly the female lines. After discovering around
15,000  direct  ancestors  I  took  a  break  from  this
research for about ten years, because it was proving
too difficult  at  that time to follow some of the most
obscure lines.

With more records becoming available on the
internet,  from 'FindMyPast'  and 'Ancestry',  plus also
data found in the British Library's 'British Newspaper
Archives,'  I  was  able  to  make  a  great  deal  further
progress.  One  of  my  ancestors  who  had  proved
difficult  to  trace  was  Elizabeth  Fogo,  born  1818  in
London,  whose  illegitimate  daughter  Anne,  born  in
Liverpool  circa  1846  [but  neither  baptised  nor
registered it  seems,  though possibly recorded in  the
lost  Liverpool  Workhouse  records],  had  married  a
chimney  sweep,  William  Lewis,  in  Manchester  in
1864.  The  surname  Fogo  is  pretty  rare  and  I  had
previously  guessed  that  the  John Fogo who died  in
Liverpool Workhouse in 1829 was Elizabeth's father,
but could find no proof of their relationship. From the
subsequently  discovered  baptismal  records  in
Haberdashers Hall it  became possible to re-construct
the family and, after a few false starts, I was able to

complete the tree, particularly when I found the 1829 burial of his youngest daughter, Ann Catherine,
which had been wrongly transcribed. 

The  story  that  then  unfolded  was  amazing.  Unless  one's  ancestors  come  from  wealthy
backgrounds, held important positions or performed remarkable feats, one is able to discover little
more about them other than a few details of their births, marriages and deaths. Frosty, though born
illegitimate himself  became a notable 'character'  and celebrity in his day.  He had come from the
lowest position in society and was always living on the edge of poverty, having to depended upon his
wits and talents to survive but had successfully made a name for himself. His activities were widely
reported during his lifetime, and he was held in such affection that memories of him lived on long
after his death. 

John Fogo, more commonly called 'Jack', or Frosty-faced Fogo, was born around 1790, almost
certainly the illegitimate son of a single mother and his nickname was derived from the pock-marked
visage he bore as a result of childhood smallpox. Aged 23 he had learned a profession, shoemaking,
and married and but around this time he also became a follower of pugilism, or bare-knuckle boxing.
He learned the art of setting up the boxing ring, arranging fights and holding bets, of writing poems
and songs (chaunts)  about  the  boxers  and acted  as  a  master  of  ceremonies  at  public  events  and
entertainments. He earned money on the side by selling broadsheets of his poems, or chaunts, and by
brewing and selling cheap gin, called blue-ruin. Unfortunately, his interest coincided with the decline
and corruption of the boxing world. It became increasingly harder to promote and organise matches
and despite a great deal of travelling and effort it was almost impossible to make a living from it. His
wife had died in 1824 leaving him with four, children under the age of ten and thereafter he seems to
have taken up with another, unidentified, woman who almost certainly seems to have had at least one
other child by him. The struggle to financially survive plus the need to cope with probable addictions
to alcohol and gambling may be the reason why Frosty seems to have neglected his children. They,



unlike him, remained illiterate, and he seems to have practically abandoned them to their fate leaving
his eldest boy, at least, to live an almost feral life on the streets. The most successful of his children
was his daughter Jane, who married in Liverpool in 1838, while her father was still alive, though his
own situation at that time was desperate bordering upon hopeless.

Frosty seems to have been self-taught, and like his near contemporary Charles Dickens, who
came from a  similar  background and place,  showed that  he  had  the  ability to  make  an  upward
trajectory. Dickens certainly knew of him and probably had even met him - Frosty is the only actual
person to appear in a Dickens novel. He is mentioned in Dickens' unfinished novel Edwin Drood.
Frosty however, concentrated on the sport he followed rather than follow and develop any literary
inclinations, becoming more addicted to the gin he was making than the poetry he was writing. A
contemporary description of his life indicates the large amounts of alcohol he had to consume daily in
order to network all his contacts. He visited many public houses every day in his search for current
boxing news. Several authors reported that he was an authority, having all the facts and figures about
boxing and previous matches at his fingertips. Being not averse to a little gambling, the combination
of his unfortunate habits led his slow decline and final demise. In 1831 he departed London on an
unsuccessful trip to the North and rather than return as a penniless failure to his impoverished family
and face his creditors, he decided to start a new life in Liverpool.

His eldest daughter Elizabeth was brought before the Old Bailey for theft in that year 1831 and
his  son  John  was  imprisoned  in  Newgate  in  1832  for  pickpocketing.  Both  later  joined  him  in
Liverpool, as did the rest of his family. At first he seemed to recover his former position and even set
himself up as landlord of his own tavern - the 'Cottage of Content' in this latter year, but all went awry
within a year or two. His eldest daughter had an illegitimate child in 1834 when she was 19 years old.
The child died, his son was again imprisoned, and Frosty lost his tavern. Frosty left for, or fled to,
Manchester  only  to  return  to  Liverpool  later  to  die  unnoticed,  of  liver  disease  in  Liverpool
Workhouse. His writings in the latter years of his life reflected not only the decline in his sport but
also the decline and impoverishment of himself, family and friends. Some of his poems indicate his
awareness of the unfairness of class and society in general while other poems refer to the perils of
alcohol.

Frosty didn't deserve his ignominious end and his old friends would surely have written him a
splendid obituary if they had been aware of it but the likely notice of his death, sent to London from
the Workhouse, was returned unopened, and so no-one for a long time even knew of his demise. I
suspect that Frosty had written this letter himself, to be posted to Bell's newspaper in the event of his
death. Ironically, Frosty had written obituaries for several of his pugilistic friends. 

He had lived long enough to see his daughter Jane marry in Liverpool but there is no evidence
that he actually attended the wedding. His unmarried partner, and any children by her, seem to have
abandoned him and returned to London. Because we do not know the surname of this partner she has
proved  untraceable  so  far,  but  for  Frosty's  two  legitimate  daughters,  Jane  and Elizabeth,  I  have
managed  to  trace  several  hundred  descendants,  many  of  whom  are  alive  today  -  mostly  totally
unaware of their ancestor and his celebrity. Some of those that I could track so far I have included in
an appendix. Possibly a website could be constructed that would allow any of them tracing their
genealogy to discover their link to Frosty-faced Fogo. Oddly, most of those descended from Jane still
live in Liverpool whilst many of those descended from Elizabeth live in the Greater Manchester area.

The story isn't completely ended since more research might unearth copies of his 'lost' books of
poems and there are still newspapers that haven't been consulted that might surface and contain poems
or details of his life. In this regard I must thank Roger Hull of Liverpool Archives who so generously
sent  me scans of their  collection of  Bethell's Sporting News which contained new material  about
Frosty and also Tony Gee for his similar collection. My thanks go also to Frosty's descendents Pat
Heery and Roy McGuire for their help and strong interest in their ancestor.

Life is a journey and unravelling the winding story of this fascinating ancestor has exposed the
ingredients for a dramatic Victorian novel or play, worthy of the attention of a more competent writer. 

Robert C. Senior
Butleigh Court Tower, 2023
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     - 'Impromptu, from Jack Fogo at Nottingham', 'grinning match' proposed, + Fogo v Satyr eating match 341
     - Coates v Pea near Ludlow - Frosty takes gin and poems to sell 341
     - 'Jack Scroggins's Lamentation over the decline of the Prize Ring' 344
     - Cousins v 'Deaf' Burke at Whetstone 345



     - Fogo's eyes bloodshot with cold, Mrs. Scroggins dies, Ann Catherine Fogo dies & buried Russell Ct. 348 
     - 'Frosty Fac'd Fogo and Jack Scroggins' 349
     - Cosens v Sweeney at Noman's Land 350
     - Pigeon post, Fogo at Peter Crawley's, 'Epistle from John Fogo to Parson Smith of Penzance' 352
     - Fogo Benefit at the Alphabet, 'Fancy Scrap Book No. 23' 354
     - Tom Smith v Solly Reubens 356
     - Big Brown v Dobell of the Black Bull at Crowborough, Sussex 358
     - 'The Requiem of the Ring, a chaunt by Frosty-faced Fogo P.L.P.R.' plus 'A farewell to Milling' 363 362
     - 'Gallery of Comicalities No. 83 - Descent of a Beak or Flight of the Fancy', the Fair Play Club defunct 365
     - Gow v Savage with Fogo as referee - illustration for 'Flight of the Fancy' p. 367 366
1830 - Frosty's hardships, The 'Beef-steak pudding' contest, 'Free and Easy' at Josh Hudson's, & Jem Ward 368
     - 'Jack Fogo to Tom Oliver' Fogo's early life recounted 369
     - 'No-Go' between Gow and Smith, Horam and Swift 370
     - 'Fogo's description of a Trap' 371
     - 'A battered sconce' and 'Scroggins last soliloquy' 372
     - Fogo's desire for 'peace', plays Dusty Bob, Brown v Simpson no-go 373
     - Sparring in Coventry (in May) 374
     - Perkins v Alec Reid, the 'Slashing Snob' 375
     - 'The Lay of the Slashing Snob and the Oxford out and outer' 377
     - Byrne v McKay - 'The Shamrock Triumphant' 378
     - 'The Tappers' 380
     - 'Stanzas dutifully addressed to the Rev. Dr. Prettyman' & 'Loyal - Epistle to his Majesty....William IV' 381
     - Fogo cobbling, benefits @ High House & the Tennis Court, 'A vision of Fancy the Laureates dream' 383
     - Fogo and Scroggins facing hunger 384
     - Address of Fogo to stand in Liverpool to replace Mr. Huskisson, Meeting on Old Oak Common 385/6
     - Burke v Gow 387/8
     - 'The Glorious tenth of October or the opening of the beer trade' 389
     - 'Sentimental Stanzas to the memory of William Eales P. P.' 390
     - Fogo and Oliver in Coventry, Arian v Randall 391
     - Hampson v Deaf Burke on Harpenden Common 393
     - Hinton v Davis, Swift v Isaacs, an unwelcome visitor Mrs. Fogo, Shoemakers strike 395/6
     - 'Frosty-Faced Fogo's opening speech to the Pugilistic Parliament' 397
     - 1611 Milling in a storm - Deaf Burke v Tim Crawley 398
     - Sam Gilpin v. Fred Painter, Fogo v Tommy Roundhead 400
     - The Muffin Man, 'A peep into Futurity - the prophesies of Fogo, the Bard of the Fancy' 401
    - Rumour of a goose for Fogo, Boxing without mischief - Smith v Britten & Swift v Islington Tom 403/4
    - Pick v Courtnay 405
1831 - 'Epistle from Tom Oliver to the Duke of Wellington' 405
     - Fogo and his fat goose, his benefit at Tom Gaynor's, Young Dutch Sam v Ned O'Neale 406>
     - 'The Battle of Bumpstead' 411
     - Fogo and the ballet, 'Pugilistic Reform' 412
     - Fogo found drunk and disorderly, 'Fogo Floored, or the fall of the flower of the Fancy' 413
     - Deaf Burke v Welsh Davis 415
     - Fogo's financial situation dire, 'Welcome home to Josh Hudson' 418
     - 'You remember Fogo' Scroggins and Fogo broke, Commiseration for the Poles - meeting 419
     - 'Ode to Drunkenness' by Jack Scroggins 420
     - Ned O'Neale and Tom Gaynor 421>
     - 'Familiar stanzas from John Fogo to Horace Twiss' 425
     - April Fools, Fogo leaves for Coventry, Benefit in Coventry for Fogo and Oliver 426
     - Sparring in Coventry, Adrian v Betteridge 427
     - Benefit at the Lord Nelson, Nottingham 429
     - 'Josh Hudson's Feast' 430
     - Sparring in Sheffield, then on to Manchester. Fogo offers to stand for a rotten borough for the Tories 431
     - Manchester Races, at the Farrier's Arms 432
     - 'A Welcome from John Fogo to Signor Paganini' 433
     - 'Frosty-Faced Fogo's address to the Prigs of Field Lane' 434
     - Harry Jones v Dick Hill 435
     - 'Epistle from John Fogo to the anti-Reformers in the new parliament assembled' (medallions illustr.) 436/7
     - Jem Ward v Simon Byrne for the championship 438>
     - The Champions Belt given to Ward 443



     - 'Ode to Calf's head and bacon' - Fogo back in London, Benefit for him at the Hope Tavern 444
     - 'Frosty-faced Fogo's gathering call to the Fancy', extraordinary sale by auction - of Prize Ring stakes 445
     - Coronation Day Sept. 8th - Elizabeth Fogo committed to Newgate Prison, Fogo leaves London 446
     - Fogo in Nottingham, takes a benefit. 'The address of Jack Scroggins' 449
     - Brown v Sampson disaster at Doncaster 450
     - 'Frosty Faced Fogo to Phil Sampson' 454
     - Fogo has a sparring benefit in Liverpool 28 November 455
     - Fogo fiddles at the Molly Malony, 'A lay of the Fancy Bard' - Egans account of Frosty at the Castle 456
     - 'Ode to John Gully MP' - illustrations of Newgate 457
1832 - 'Reminiscences of Frosty-Faced Fogo of the past year - a New Year's Ode' 458
     - Jack Birchall v Patsey Tunney, Fisher v Evans, 'Deaf Burke's soliloquy over a beef-steak pudding' 459
     - 'Valentines' by Jemima Julia Fogo 460
     - 'Ode to the central committee of Health' by John Fogo, Fogo at 'The Belt' in Liverpool 461
     - Fogo's absence from London noted, Noon v Swift, 'Stanzas from Fogo to the Duke of Cumberland' 462
     - Fogo fiddling at 'the Tap', 'Monody on the decline of the Prize Ring' by Tom Cribb 463
     - 'Laureate's Farewell to the Castle' 464
     - Fogo ill, Milling on Chat Moss, or 'going it  by Steam' 465
     - Fogo landlord of the 'Cottage of Content' at 51, Preston Street, Liverpool. 466
     - Son John Fogo arrested in London, sent to Newgate. 467/8
     - 'Epistle from Tom Cribb in London to Frosty-Faced Fogo in Liverpool' 469
     - Election of candidate for Puddle Dock 470
     -'Epistle from Josh Hudson in Leadenhall market to Frosty-Faced Fogo in Liverpool' 471
     - Elections, Reform Bill and some medallions 473
1833 - Almanac mention of Fogo for March, 'Jack Scroggins reminiscences for the year 1832' 474
     - 'Epistle of congratulations from Frosty-Faced Fogo in Liverpool to Deaf Burke in Yorkshire' 475
     - 'A Spring Fancy Chaunt 476
     - Subscriptions for widow Byrne, 'Portrait of the Admirable Simpson' 477
     - 'Sentimental stanzas from the sublime Simpson' 479
     - 'Epistle from Peter Paragraph in Show Lane to Griffin Goose in Cowes' 481
     - Bill Looney v Bob Hampson stakes made at Cottage of Content 482
1834 - Angelo's Picnic account of Frosty's performance on Angelo's behalf re- Garrick's mourning ring 483
     - 'Epistle of congratulations from Frosty-Faced Fogo in Liverpool to Tom Oliver in London' 484
     - 'Pathetic Ballad by Jack Scroggins' 485
     - Life at the Cottage of Content, 'Epistle from Jack Fogo to Lord John Russell' 486
     - Birth of Thomas Fogo son of Elizabeth, baptised 25th April 487
     - Burial of Thomas Fogo 15th June, Annual dinner September Cottage of Content 488
     - Mention of Fogo in libel case, deposits paid at the Cottage of Content - cases of mistaken identity 489
1835 - 'Count Carbonaro's Oration' 490
     - 'The Cheshire Champion' - Fogo's name abused. Son John Fogo caught picking pockets in Liverpool 492
     - 'The Revival of the Fancy' 493
     - Bell's relate spoof of Scroggins being sent north to carry news of Frosty's elevation to knighthood 494
     - Death of Harry Jones of TB - 'Stanzas to the memory f Harry Jones the Sailor Boy by Jack Scroggins' 494/5
     - 'Loyal ......epistle from Sir Frost-Faced Fogo, Baronet, to her most Gracious Majesty Q. Adelaide' 495
     - Benefit for Fogo at the Shooting gallery, Mrs. Fogo before the beak, Burke and Langan no-go, son 
       John again up for pickpocketting - illustrations Liverpool slums, St. Peters and St. James, Kirkdale

497 -
498

1836 - Benefit for Fogo and Oliver in room opposite Jem Ward's, Young Molyneux v Tom Britton 499
     - Rutter v Kendal near Bolton in March 500
     - Hampson v Looney at St. Helens in October, Scroggins died November 1st 502
     - 'Monody on the lamented decease of owld Jack Scroggins' 503
     - 'Epitaph on old Jack Scroggins' 504
     - John Fogo sentenced to Kirkdale for picking pockets again. 505
1837 - Fogo surfaces in Manchester repairing shoes and minus 'Mrs. Fogo'. 'Address to Tom Spring 1837' 506
     - Benefit in Manchester for Frosty at the White Lion, Deansgate. 507
     - Fogo still lives 'Epistle from Frosty-Faced Fogo, in Liverpool to the Editor of Bell's Life in London' 508
     - Fogo returns to Liverpool, acts as MC at the Queens Theatre after Atkinson v Merriman fight 509
1838 - 'Patent Skating, or enthusiasm in the frost' rumours in Bell's of Fogo joining the 'Sons of Liberty!' 510
     - 'Epistle from Reuben Martin to Young Dutch Sam' Frosty nearly blind - daughter Jane Fogo married 511
     - 'The Ghost of Jack Scroggins to the Fancy' 512
     - Fogo as MC at the Queen's Theatre for Caunt and Oliver benefit 513
     - 'Pathetic Epistle from Frosty-Faced Fogo, Bard of the Fancy in Liverpool to the Editor, Bells Life..' 514



1839 - Frosty appears in the Almanac for February, 'Times is wery Hard!' 516
     - Fogo assistant to Cowpock at the Reform Club, 517
     - 'Morning Reflections', 'Address to Spring, not Tom' 518
     - Frosty 'dim in glims, prepares coffin, Frosty dies 20th March buried 25th 519
     - Letter to Bell's rejected, Ward and Robinson appear on stage in Manchester 522
     - Post Fogo references 523
     - Illustrations of pugilists  in colour 524/5
     - Liverpool workhouse 526
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